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Sample	of	Portor	Marble.

Exceptional	Napoleon	III	style	fireplace
made	out	of	Portor	and	Statuary
Carrara	marble.

Beautiful	Louis	XV	style	fireplace	made
out	of	Portor	marble.

Detail	of	an	18th	century	console,
Louvre	Museum,	Paris.

Portor	is	a	very	rare	marble	quarried	in	Italy	and	in	Corsica.	It	is	sometimes	found	in	France,	but	very	sparingly.	It	is	known	for	its	dark	black
color	scattered	with	yellow	grooves.	Sometimes	these	grooves	are	grey,	the	marble	is	then	know	as	Portagent.

The	most	beautiful	Portor	is	dark	black	with	deep	yellow	veins,	like	golden	flames.	Its	name	most	likely	comes	from	the	town	of	Porto	Venere
on	the	Genoese	coast	where	Louis	XIV	exploited	quarries	to	decorate	Versailles	Palace.	Much	used	in	the	17th,	18th	and	up	until	the	20th
century	with	the	Art	Deco	style,	for	beautiful	furniture,	works	of	art	and	fireplace	mantels.

In	his	dictionary	on	business	and	industry,	Blanqui	describes	Portor	marble	as	the	following,	“the	background	of	this	marble	is	black	and	the
veins	are	golden	yellow,	giving	it	its	name	Portor	(golden	door).	It	must	be	considered	as	one	of	the	most	elegant	marbles,	yet	it	is	only
really	sought	after	once	its	quality	leaves	nothing	to	be	desired.	Portor	comes	from	the	golfe	de	la	Spezia	(Golfe	de	Gênes)”.


